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For Mom than 20 :,ef s the Centrai | i
Imolhgencc Agency snooned into the
mail of Americans. And bit by bit: \h°
ult, ewtent of “'HT Linowl . the CIA 'S,
sode nanie jor thé m'u' inter cept p*o-_
*mm seems to be comng o ligniys
© Last Ja.nD the Rockaleller Comm 1
sion, in its regori on f‘IA domastic ac-
ivities, rmo\mted the . o.mn and ms~-
ry of-the mail-i nfers,ept ocperation, . i
which tl'ie\vornmis jon said was limited .’
to mail corning from or’going to Russia:

and other Communht counmes Last .

week Sen.- Frank- Church chairman'of ",

a Senate tommittee investigaiing the

CIA;. reponeu that the CIA opened thé !

mail .of. three weill- known - insLlfutxons
and n'ne prominent. Americans,. includ-:
ing a 1938 lester sent t6 Lhen-P. esiden
txal .aspirant Richard Nxvon -

Pater tms month the Senme commlt-
tec will ‘hold hearings ch. HT. Lingual,
and c,ommxme aides rmv the prospect
of yet more disclosures.{The mail of.

‘*a lot of prominent pnopln" apparently

was opened by CIA agents, said an alde.

to the Senate committee;-And, he told : .. -

The " Observer;. there;:is. ‘evidence that
the CI.A oppratxon Was: net confined to’
mall’, flowing between: other, coumries
and the Uni*ed States' ‘but-that CIA
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:overy ‘
., Democrat. was one Of those vihose mall :
Wwas

Jdent denounced the CIA oper
-'‘a prime example ‘of bureaucratic -ar-":
“rogance, violaton.of law, Invasion of

~the "
' opened and ‘scrutinized’” ‘the mail of.
'~ himself;

“ward .
' ¢halrman . of . the *Federal -
I Board: Rep. Bella Abzug of New York;

- late

-~ 1XOr

;,““ega.aAly" opened.
“ least one ietier Involving each of them:

oo,
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aaents also poked intd mail fxowmor ne--
" tween points in the United States. .

’]ll"Chb disclosure lkely will gw° !
adrled npetus , 10 sthe dcrrq“-ls for
stronger outside confrols gver the CIA. -

Dccr)m the CIA’s "iack of ¢
- bility,” Church said; It is odvious that

_ i In the.opening of mml they nave gone
Tre .Idaho -

far afie‘.d indeed.”
en. Hubert H :mphrey
J.[lc. Jformer Vice Fr eol-

atlon: as.

opened.
-was another, -

pnv cy, and abuse o} power."”

In a statement-at the o,),nincr of a
ﬁearm* of his Select Senate Committea.:
ron Ime]hgence Church' disciosed that
“the.CIA had opened the mali of :*‘se-:!
lected Amerlcan politiclans.” Hé said.;
intelligence. . agency _ ‘‘regularly.f

Nixon;
- Kennedy;

-Humphray;
. Arthur
Reserve

John D .Rockefeller IV, - former “West .
hromla secrctary of: state; and the
artin -Luther King, Jr., and his
w!dow Core taThé Abzug mail open-’

..',_lng had been revealed earlier. The CIA

.2lsd pried into tne mail of }‘alvard

University and the Ford end Rocke-

rc ler founda»iona, Church said.

“Church sald none of tnh nine indi-
" yiguals was on the Cia wa
-the mailcover opcratlon The
" Hst usually Included the names of about
1300 .Americans and forelgners .whose

“mail was scrutinized by the CTA ior.
.. sible contacts -of

intelligence purposes.

Commiitee 2ides later

m Caurch's statement hat the. mail
he nine individuals he named was
“wWe know of al

of

and we  have a. feelmg there were:
.ore " sald & committee aide. He sald,
that the committee didn't know-
whamer the nine Individuals ware tar-
gets of the CIA or whether the CIA'

cpe“cd the mail jor wm“* r2330ns.
Members of the 'Rockefeller

crounta- 2

Sen VEd-!
F. BurDs, .

teh list for’
waich-

"!\'ed ox‘.-‘ :

: Robert
Iowa, served, like Baker, as
counsel {o the,Rockefsller Ccmxnisslcn.

! Says Ols sen, ‘who was not invelved In
. the Inquiry Into the mall-intercept op-
- eration: “It i5 my Impression that the

Cstaff and commisslon members were

aware of the fact that the operation
probably Included the mall of prominent
- people. There was no aftempt to scan
“the names of those involved.”

Baker said thab to his k’r\owlewe
| the CIA W atch Nst contained the names’
“of no prominent persons. And he-said
- he.had seen no evidence that the CIA
.. opened any ;domestic U.S. mail.
i there had been any evidence, I would

have’ insisted that it b\, mcluded in
the report.”’ L

bR

° The CIA mail- mterueot provram be—
; gan in 3952 and lasted until 1973, ac-.

."cording to the Rockefeller Commmblon ’
report,
ducied In New Yotk Cily, with smailer
i ried out in San Francisco, New Orieans,
*and JFonoluiu. In 1972 -CIA. agents in
New ‘York examined the cufsides of
2.3 million pieces of mail sent to ana
from Communist countries, photo-

graphed 33,000 epvelopes a“d opened~.

8,700 Iptters T

At the Church committee hearmg,_
James Angleion, reiired- Cia chief of
counferintelligence and head of the.
mail-infercept operation for most of its
life,
viclated Federal jaws, but neverilialess
defendad it. “¥rom a counterintelli-
gence point of view, we believed it was
extrernely imporiant to Ynow any pos--

Olsen of D&s Moines,”
senlar-

i §

programs for brief periods of time car--

acknowleGged that the program

Americen citizens .
with Communist-:countries,’” .he said...
Angleton insisted that the program

The major operation was -con- -

“had-nothing to do with impinging on .

or harming Americans.”” But: when
+ asked why the CIA poked into t_ho mail

of prominent-Americans, Anffleton said -

he vrould prefer to answer the question :

at a closed -comuitiee
t‘wm at a )..-L.O‘XC sessxon

B

m"eurr'r r‘l‘hel

Lt . -

Com-

m!suon staff sald they were aware that

_ mail of prominent persons was involved |

“in the CIA operation but thought the’
~-matter too -‘“Insignificant” to mclude
in the report. The CIA '‘ran a ragular.:
" yacuum-cleaner- operation involving *

»millions of pieces of mall,"’ says Harold

:, who -

;:'A. Baker, a Champaign, 1li., lawyer: -
investigated the mall-intercept"

* program for the Rockefeller Commis- !

:slon. “We came across the names of*

. prominent, indlviduals, but we did not-
»think there was any dellberate attempt -

by the CIA to pick out their mall. It

was fficldental to the CIA’s Intelligence-

- gathering operation. The Intercept was -
~not directed agamst the promment per-
i sons.’!




